Procedure for responding to DBQs

Determine the type of DBQ question - is it explanatory (asking you to explain
some event or phenomena presented in through the documents) or
argumentative (asking you to take and defend a position based on the
documents).

Read the question prompt carefully and break the question down (“blow it
up”) using the TNT strategy. This will help search purposefully for certain
things in the DBQ.

Read the documents for the DBQ and analyze them using either RAP-Sum
(for explanatory DBQs) or the RAP-Cat (for argumentative). Be sure your
analysis is related to the question prompt.

. Write your response using the SSS strategy. Be sure to address all areas of
the question as identified in the TNT analysis of the question prompt.
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