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NEIGHBORHOOD & TOWN HISTORY 

�  Richmond, Virginia 
¡  Located along the James River 
¡  Population of 204,214; the 4th post populated city in Virginia 

 



NEIGHBORHOOD & TOWN HISTORY 

�  History 
¡  Captain Christopher 

Newport led a group to 
explore the James River in 
1607 

¡  May 27th found some falls 
and set up a cross, marking 
the “discovery” of Richmond 

¡  1737 marked the official 
laying out of the town of 
Richmond 

¡  IT BECAME THE CENTRAL 
MARKETPLACE OF VIRGINA IN 
1737 

¡  HOSTED THREE POST-
REVOLUTIONARY SPEECHES 
INCLUDING PATRICK HENRY’S 
“GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME 
DEATH”  



NEIGHBORHOOD & TOWN HISTORY 

¡  Post Rev. War entered a era of extreme growth 
(1782-1790) 

¡  Port city and a major industrial center 
¡  1861 named the “Capital of the Confederacy” 
¡  Nearly destroyed after the Civil War 
¡  Tobacco and iron were the leading forces of economic 

success 



NEIGHBORHOOD & TOWN HISTORY  

�  Modern Day 
¡  3rd best city for 

business 
¡  Historic tourism 
¡  Visual and performing 

arts 

¡  Diverse Architecture 
÷  Modernist, Art Deco, 

Queen Anne, Gothic 
Revival, Romanesque, 
Greek revival, etc 

¡  Not known for any 
major league sports 



FIRE & LIFE SAFETY CODES 

�  41.1.1 FIRE EMERGENCY. THE GOAL OF 
THIS CODE IS TO PROVIDE AN 
ENVIRONMENT FOR THE OCCUPANTS 
THAT IS REASONABLY SAFE FROM 
FIRE AND SIMILAR EMERGENCIES BY 
THE FOLLOWING MEANS:  
¡  (1) PROTECTION OF OCCUPANTS 

NOT INTIMATE WITH THE INITIAL FIRE 
DEVELOPMENT  

¡  (2) IMPROVEMENT OF THE 
SURVIVABILITY OF OCCUPANTS 
INTIMATE WITH THE INITIAL FIRE 
DEVELOPMENT  

�  41.1.2 CROWD MOVEMENT. AN 
ADDITIONAL GOAL IS TO PROVIDE 
FOR REASONABLY SAFE EMERGENCY 
CROWD MOVEMENT AND, WHERE 
REQUIRED, REASONABLY SAFE 
NONEMERGENCY CROWD MOVEMENT.  



�  41.5.3.1 NUMBER OF MEANS OF EGRESS. 
TWO MEANS OF EGRESS, AS A MINIMUM, 
SHALL BE PROVIDED IN EVERY BUILDING 
OR STRUCTURE, SECTION, AND AREA 
WHERE SIZE, OCCUPANCY, AND 
ARRANGEMENT EN- DANGER OCCUPANTS 
ATTEMPTING TO USE A SINGLE MEANS OF 
EGRESS THAT IS BLOCKED BY FIRE OR 
SMOKE. THE TWO MEANS OF EGRESS 
SHALL BE ARRANGED TO MINIMIZE THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT BOTH MIGHT BE 
RENDERED IMPASSABLE BY THE SAME 
EMERGENCY CONDITION.  

�  4.5.3.2 UNOBSTRUCTED EGRESS. IN EVERY 
OCCUPIED BUILDING OR STRUCTURE, 
MEANS OF EGRESS FROM ALL PARTS OF 
THE BUILDING SHALL BE MAINTAINED 
FREE AND UNOBSTRUCTED. MEANS OF 
EGRESS SHALL BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE 
EXTENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE 
REASONABLE SAFETY FOR OCCUPANTS 
HAVING IMPAIRED MOBILITY.  



FIRE & LIFE SAFETY CODES 

�  4.5.3.3 AWARENESS OF EGRESS SYSTEM. 
EVERY EXIT SHALL BE CLEARLY VISIBLE, OR 
THE ROUTE TO REACH EVERY EXIT SHALL BE 
CONSPICUOUSLY INDICATED. EACH MEANS OF 
EGRESS, IN ITS ENTIRETY, SHALL BE 
ARRANGED OR MARKED SO THAT THE WAY 
TO A PLACE OF SAFETY IS INDICATED IN A 
CLEAR MANNER.  

�  4.5.3.4 LIGHTING. WHERE ARTIFICIAL 
ILLUMINATION IS NEEDED IN A BUILDING OR 
STRUCTURE, EGRESS FACILITIES SHALL BE 
INCLUDED IN THE LIGHTING DESIGN.  

�  41.5.4 OCCUPANT NOTIFICATION. IN EVERY 
BUILDING OR STRUCTURE OF SUCH SIZE, 
ARRANGEMENT, OR OCCUPANCY THAT A 
FIRE ITSELF MIGHT NOT PROVIDE ADEQUATE 
OCCUPANT WARNING, FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS 
SHALL BE PROVIDED WHERE NECESSARY TO 
WARN OCCUPANTS OF THE EXISTENCE OF 
FIRE.  



FIRE & LIFE SAFTEY CODES 

�  7.1.3.1 EXIT ACCESS CORRIDORS. 
CORRIDORS USED AS EXIT ACCESS AND 
SERVING AN AREA HAVING AN OCCUPANT 
LOAD EXCEEDING 30 SHALL BE 
SEPARATED FROM OTHER PARTS OF THE 
BUILDING BY WALLS HAVING NOT LESS THAN 
A I-HOUR FIRE RESISTANCE RATING IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8.3, UNLESS 
OTHERWISE PERMITTED BY THE FOLLOWING:  

�  (1) THIS REQUIREMENT SHALL NOT APPLY TO 
EXISTING BUILDINGS, PRO- VIDED THAT THE 
OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION DOES NOT 
CHANGE. 
(2) THIS REQUIREMENT SHALL NOT APPLY 
WHERE OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 
12 THROUGH CHAPTER 42.  

 



FIRE & LIFE SAFETY CODE 

�  7.2.8,4.2 SLIP RESISTANCE. STAIR TREADS 
AND LANDINGS OF NEW OR 
REPLACEMENT FIRE ESCAPE STAIRS 
SHALL HAVE SLIP-RESISTANT SURFACES.  

�  7.2.8.6.1 NONCOMBUSTIBLE MATERIALS 
SHALL BE USED FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF ALL COMPONENTS OF FIRE ESCAPE 
STAIRS.  

�  7.5.2.1 ACCESS TO AN EXIT SHALL NOT BE 
THROUGH KITCHENS, STORE- ROOMS 
OTHER THAN AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 
36 AND CHAPTER 37, RESTROOMS, 
WORKROOMS, CLOSETS, BEDROOMS OR 
SIMILAR SPACES, OR OTHER ROOMS OR 
SPACES SUBJECT TO LOCKING, UNLESS 
PASSAGE THROUGH SUCH ROOMS OR 
SPACES IS PERMITTED FOR THE 
OCCUPANCY BY CHAPTER 18, 19, 22, OR 
23.  
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Local PRESERVATION CODES & CREDITS  

�  IDENTIFICATION 
¡  The planning and preservation staff identify eligible 

historic resources in Richmond.  
¡  Eligibility is based on an analysis of historic data, field 

work, mapping in GIS, and consultation with the Department 
of Historic Resources.  



�  DESIGNATION OF 
HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES 
¡  Richmond, VA 

consists of two 
forms of historic 
designation. 
÷  City of Richmond 

Old/Historic 
District 

÷  Individual 
Properties/
Districts listed 
on State and 
Federal 
historic 
registers.  

¡  Property or 
district in 
Richmond can 
have both forms 
of designation. 
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�  SECTION 106 
¡  Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act 
governs the review of 
federally-funded activities 
known as undertakings. 
Planning and Preservation 
Division is responsible for 
reviewing undertakings within 
Richmond city limits that 
receive funding from the U.S 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). 
Undertakings reviewed include 
home repair, rehabilitation, 
new construction, and 
demolition that are related to 
HUD funding.  
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