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Inclusive Design: 
• Inclusive design can be defined as:  

“products, services, and 
environments that include the 
needs of the widest number of 
consumers.” 

• The term “Inclusive Design” is 
typically interchangeable with 
the terms “universal Design” and 
“design for all” 

• The primary differentiation that 
is evolving states that: “inclusive” 
is a broader term and embraces 
both social and economic 
circumstances in addition to the 
variation in age and ability found 
in “universal design” 

• Inclusive design can be seen as 
being universal design with a few 
updates and a broader reach 

• Inclusive design is about creating 
a common design that works for 
everyone and can be adapted to 
better suit an individual 



• Developer located in Greenville, NC 
• Looking to build an “over-55” residential condominium within 

the Greenville area 
• Units must include at least two bedrooms and two 

bathrooms 
• The developer is interested in exploring the viability of 

Aging in Place and Universal design 
• The developer’s target market would be affluent and active 

retirees  

Client Profile: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spaces within the Condo:  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Option: Around 1300 Square Feet 

• Fully Equipped Kitchen (~175 sq. ft) 
• Living Room and combined dining area 

(~250-300 sq. ft) 
• Master Bedroom (~200 sq. ft) 
• Attached Master Bath (~150 sq. ft) 

o Dressing Area combined with 
Walk-in Closet  (~65 sq. ft) 

• Guest Bedroom (~150 sq. ft) 
o Walk-in Closet (~25 sq. ft) 

• Guest/Shared Bathroom (~100 sq ft.) 
• Patio/Outside Area 

	  

Second Option: Around 1600 
Square Feet 

• Fully Equipped Kitchen  
• Living Room 
• Master Bedroom and Attached 

Master Bath 
o Dressing Area  
o Walk-in Closet 

• Guest Bedroom 
o Walk-in Closet 

• Guest/Shared Bathroom 
• Den/Office 

Room size and square footage of the 
units is based on information found 
from: www.leadingage.org, 
www.bdcnetwork.com, and 
www.ltlmagazine.com 



• Units should include: 
o No-threshold entry  
o No stairs  
o Hallways/doorways 

wide enough for easy 
wheelchair traffic 

Research about senior 
living communities and 
how to best fit the user’s 
needs is taken from: 
www.aia.org and 
www.alfa.org 

 

Spaces within the Condo: 
 

• Building should only contain around 
18-24 units 

• Most retirement communities offer a 
variation of floor plans that range 
from a studio apartment to a two 
bed/two bath 

• They are usually anywhere from 
800-2000 square feet  

• The units have decent sized 
bedrooms and living areas but have 
fairly large bathrooms and kitchens 
for accessibility reasons 

• Accessible to other units to create a 
“small home” feel for residents 
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