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Design Storyline
Pat and Fran met in an honors society 
while they were attending school at 
Pennsylvania State. Upon learning that 
Fran was deaf, Pat (who knew sign 
language due to a deaf aunt) acted as 
her translator at the weekly meetings. 
The two quickly struck up a friendship 
which soon turned to more.

The two were born a year apart, so 
while Fran left for Yale to get her 
Master's Degree in Nuclear Physics, 
Pat stayed in Philadelphia to finish his 
degree in Decorative Arts. Since they 
could not talk on the phone while they 
were long distance, they wrote letters 
back and forth which Fran still has to 
this day.

The couple each received teaching 
positions at the University of Pittsburgh 
where they stayed for many years. 
During the summer when school was out, 
the couple would spend the months 
traveling around the world, always 
bringing back items from the various 
places they visited. When Pat and Fran 
had children, Dale and Dana, they too 
would travel with their parents around 
the world. The parents felt that it was 
important for their children to learn 
about other cultures. This worldy 
understanding led both children to have 
a need to help others. Dale stayed in 
Pittsburgh to run a nonprofit 
organization to help starving 
children while Dana became a medical 
officer in the Marine Corps. While Dana 
was deployed in Iraq, a missle hit her 
transport vehicle and she tragically 
lost her legs.

Fran has already retired and is enjoying 
her many hobbies - reading, gardening, 
and cooking. Pat will be retiring in the 
next five years. The couple plans on 
moving to Greenville when Pat retires 
to be closer to Dana, who is currently 
in Fayetteville. The couple would love 
to spend their golden years in a luxury 
condo with plenty of room for 
entertaining. Pat, due to his love of 
Decorative Arts, would prefer a place 
with character that reflects the 
historical styles he teaches in his 
classes. The couple is also adament 
about having a Universally Designed 
space since Dana will be spending a lot 
of time in Greenville and Dale will visit 
as often as he can.

The couple will be bringing many items 
from their travels to their new home, 
with the biggest pieces being: an 
heirloom sette, a dining table and six 
chairs, a decorative vitrine, and a large 
piece of artwork. 
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Seating Unit

Pat, with his love of Historical styles, 
requested an anthropometric chair in the 
style of a Louis XVI chair his 
grandparents had when he was a child.
Using anthropometric measurements, I 
created a chair with dimensions suitable 
for Pat and Fran, whose measurements 
fall between the 5th and 50th 
percentiles.

The back of the chair is tall enough to 
give each user proper support, as well 
as a slight recline for comfort. The 
arms of the chair are a measurement 
that assures that the weight of the 
user's arms is supported by the chair 
and not the user's back, which is 
especially important for an aging 
couple. The chair is also at a height 
that will allow the couple to sit down 
and get up easily.

Since Pat and Fran have 
grandchilden that visit often, I added a 
glider to the bottom of the chair and 
added upholstery to cover the 
mechanism. They plan to put the chair in 
the guest bedroom so their 
grandchildren can be rocked to sleep.
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Furniture & Finishes
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Master Bedroom
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Master Bedroom
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Master Bedroom - Option One
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Furniture & Finishes
Master Bedroom - Option Two
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Master Bathroom
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Furniture & Finishes
Master Bathroom - Option One
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Master Bathroom - Option Two
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Guest Bedroom
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Guest Bedroom - Option One
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Furniture & Finishes
Guest Bedroom - Option Two
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Guest Bathroom
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Furniture & Finishes
Guest Bathroom - Options One and Two
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Living Room
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Living Room - Option One
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Furniture & Finishes
Living Room - Option One
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Kitchen
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Furniture & Finishes
kitchen - Option One
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kitchen - Option Two


