Korean Culture

Korean College Life
In South Korean’s place a high value on education.  Students normally go to college at age 20. Students typically choose which university to attend based on the name value of the school. Then the student chooses which area they want to major in based on what the school offers. Therefore, many students are not happy with the subject area that they choose. Also, it is normal for students to double major or have both a major and a minor in college. College life includes attending classes at the university since online classes are not very reputable when applying for jobs in Korea. 
To pay for tuition, the universities offer many scholarships. However, the national government also provides student aid. In order to be eligible for financial aid, students must meet academic requirements and financial situation usually take priority. In order to help out with the cost of college, students who live within about an hour’s drive from the university normally stay at home with their parents. For students who move out of their parent’s house, they can either stay in a “Ha Sook” or a dormitory. The “Ha Sook” is a type of home stay where the owner provides both breakfast and dinner and costs about $800-$2000 per semester. Dormitories cost around $1700 per semester and also offer many amenities.  
Sports also play a role in college life in Korea. The major sports in Korea are soccer, basketball, and baseball. However, rugby and ice hockey are also very popular. Yonsei University and Korea University have a big tournament every year that students get really excited about. During the match, all 5 sports mentioned above are played. There are usually more than 20,000 people involved in and watching the match each year. Cheerleading is also very popular in Korea and most sports offered in Korea have cheerleaders. 
Activities outside of academics in Korea include joining clubs and other activities offered through the university. For fun and relaxation, Korean students like to go to pubs around the universities. Most drinking places in Korea are open until 4 to 5 in the morning and it is very safe to stay out late in Korea. You can find students at these pubs almost every Friday night and on holidays. 
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