Korean Culture
Korean Family
Family is an essential part of the South Korean culture. Over the years large families have been highly valued in South Korea.  In Korean societies there are typically large, but close-knit families.  All of these families have last names that designate an individual to a specific clan.  Families share the same name and belong to the same clan.  People generally take great pride in their family name and clan. Popular family names include Kim, Park, Lee, Kang, and Cho.  South Koreans normally keep genealogical records and many can recite their family lineage.  People belonging to the same clan are not allowed to marry each other.  This means that in Korean culture, one may not date or marry other members from within the same clan no matter how distant the relation. Therefore, Koreans must keep track of their genealogy in order to ensure that the customary rules are not broken.  In Korea, men typically get married in their early to mid-30’s and women get married slightly earlier.
Not too long ago Korean females used to be the stay at home wives, but more parents are starting to go to work now. Therefore daycares are much more popular now than housewives that stay at home with the kids. In fact, most Koreans wait until later in life to have kids and even then Korean families typically only have one child. Even after getting married, couples do not have children until they feel that they can handle them. This is referred to as DINK, double income with no kids. The South Korean government is trying to encourage married couples to have more children.  The government offers the following benefits to couples who have more than two children; tax free, discount for the electricity, free detergent, and stuff for their childbirth. Abortions are beginning to become a problem in South Korea. 
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