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It is estimated over 326 million people call the United States home, making it the 3rd most populated country in the world (US Census Bureau, 2017). The United States has a racially and culturally diverse population consisting of whites, blacks, Asians, American Indians, Hispanics, Pacific Islanders, and many other races. According to Zimmermann, “despite recent moves to close the U.S. borders to new immigrants and refugees, a new immigrant moves to the United States every 33 seconds, according to the Census Bureau. Because of this, the United States is one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world. Nearly every region of the world has influenced American culture, most notably the English who colonized the country beginning in the early 1600s. U.S. culture has also been shaped by the cultures of Native Americans, Latin Americans, Africans and Asians. The United States is sometimes described as a "melting pot" in which different cultures have contributed their own distinct "flavors" to American culture” (Zimmermann, 2017).

College Life
College is not mandatory for anyone to go to but is available to everyone who finishes their secondary schooling.  In 2015 approximately 69 percent of high school graduates enroll into college immediately following graduation. (NCES, 2016).  According the Census Bureau around 66.9 million people have Bachelor’s degree, which equates to around 70 percent of the country not having bachelor’s degree.  There are many colleges within the US and most people live around a college wherever they live.  A major obstacle students face in the United States when attending college is finances. In 2016 the average annual price for undergraduate tuition, fees, room, and board was $43,065 at private nonprofit institutions. (NCES, 2016)
Once into the college of your choice you begin a life that is a transition from adolescent years to the adult life. Most colleges require you to live on their campus dorms which comprise of living in rooms that can usually only fit two and have a bathroom either suite style or just longer style with many showers and toilets. After the first year or two they allow you to live off campus apartments or you can stay on campus in the dorms. This allows an easier transition to living on your own with learning how to budget your money for food you may have to buy, rent, other expenses. This also helps you learn to build relationships with people to live with and eventually learn to cherish them as family and learn to grow and live together.
Most schools follow a bi-semester year with the possibility of summer sessions. Students spend 16 weeks per semester studying x amount of class hours. Usually the max amount of credit hours is 18 with a minimum of 12 needed to be a full time student. This roughly estimates to around 4-5 classes a semester. There are some universities/colleges, mostly on the western coast, that follow a tri-semesters in the year. In this system there are three shorter semesters in the year. Although class time is limited down to 8-10 weeks. 
From movies depicting college life it might seem that all that is accomplished is high amounts of partying with drinking. This is generally not the case. Yes, there are parties thrown most weekends but it is never to the extreme of what is portrayed on screen. Some universities are given a bad rep of being a “party school” where individuals go to only drink and not study. This is also a misconception as almost all schools is a party school to a fault. However, a few incidents may provide a negative representation towards the school. 


