Global Link-US Culture
Family

It is estimated over 326 million people call the United States home, making it the 3rd most populated country in the world (US Census Bureau, 2017). The United States has a racially and culturally diverse population consisting of whites, blacks, Asians, American Indians, Hispanics, Pacific Islanders, and many other races. According to Zimmermann, “despite recent moves to close the U.S. borders to new immigrants and refugees, a new immigrant moves to the United States every 33 seconds, according to the Census Bureau. Because of this, the United States is one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world. Nearly every region of the world has influenced American culture, most notably the English who colonized the country beginning in the early 1600s. U.S. culture has also been shaped by the cultures of Native Americans, Latin Americans, Africans and Asians. The United States is sometimes described as a "melting pot" in which different cultures have contributed their own distinct "flavors" to American culture” (Zimmermann, 2017).
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Family
The American family has changed throughout the years. In the 1970’s about 40% of families were nuclear, meaning the husband, wife, and kids live together in one house. Today that number has dropped to about 25%. Today single-parent families, fused families, and childless couples together make up the largest percentage of families in today’s society. For example, most families comprise of the traditional families with one dad and mom and then as many kids as they want. These families would all live under one house and have room to accommodate the needs they want to have in the house. Usually both the mom and dad would be working during the day while the kids are at school while younger years until they graduate high school. But within the recent decades those families have begun to change to create different types of families along with traditional families.  Unfortunately in the United States divorce rates are extremely high with nearly 40-50% of marriages ending (Association, 2018). The average family now has 2.4 children (Livingston, 2015), even though the average family is only 3.14 people per home (Census,2017). 
 In the United States, many parents get divorced and get remarried, leading to many of American youth having step-siblings.  Also, many relationships are interracial now and cross cultures within the relationships. Within the US there is a freedom to be with anyone that you want to be with and share their lives with. There is no restriction on who you can date based on religion, culture, ethnicity or any other demographic background. The trend for same-sex marriages has also became legal within many states in the United States.  It is common to have your own children while it is also common to adopt a child.  
The family dynamics within those families changes every generation and changes how the children may grow up within them. And then there are families that only have a single parent resulting from divorce, sudden death, leaving when a child is born and much more. Many of these families live within poverty with the parent having to work two jobs to help with finances and then the kids are affected by having them work when they can and having the mature quicker to help the parent more than being a kid like others may be able to do.  Because the United States culture stresses individualism, most American children become dependent from their parents within a few years after finishing high school.


