Enhancing Your Linguistic Dexterity: Exploring Rhetorical Options
Effectively communicating and persuading your audience is a key component of strong writing. Your rhetorical situation—comprising context, audience, purpose, and more—guides how you express and organize your ideas. This activity uses a five-step process to help you consider your audience, your relationship to them, your rhetorical and linguistic options, and the resources that can support your writing. By working through this process, you’ll use all your writing tools to make thoughtful, nuanced language choices, ultimately becoming a more skilled and strategic writer.
Instructions: Begin by reviewing your writing assignment to ensure you understand its requirements and expectations. Next, go through each step and corresponding questions in the Linguistic Dexterity Matrix provided below. Write your responses freely, aiming for depth and insight rather than surface-level answers. When I review your matrix, I will focus on the depth of your critical thinking and the significance of your rhetorical choices, rather than on perfect grammar. In other words, prioritize clarity and thoughtful analysis over perfection. By following these steps, you’ll be better equipped to tailor your writing to different audiences and contexts, enhancing both the effectiveness and impact of your communication.
	Linguistic Dexterity Matrix
	Writer Responses

	Step 1: Define Your Audience
· Who is my audience?
· What is the specific rhetorical context?
· How does my audience identify linguistically and culturally?
· Considering my audience's linguistic and cultural identity and the rhetorical context, what are their expectations for communication?
	

	Step 2: Define Your Position Relative to the Audience and Rhetorical Context
· What is my relationship to the audience?
· What is my role within this rhetorical context?
· How do I identify linguistically and culturally?
· Given my linguistic and cultural identity and the rhetorical context, what are my goals and expectations for communication?
	

	Step 3: Explore Your Linguistic and Rhetorical Options
· What options do I have for communicating with my intended audience?
· How does each option affect my ability to connect with my audience?
· What are the advantages and disadvantages of each option in terms of reaching my audience?
	

	Step 4: Select and Justify Your Linguistic/Rhetorical Approach
· Which linguistic and rhetorical approach do I think is most suitable, and why?
· What are the potential drawbacks of this approach considering my audience, rhetorical context, and my own linguistic and cultural identity?
· How will I address these drawbacks to ensure my message is effectively received?
	

	Step 5: Identify the Most Appropriate Support and Sources for Your Writing
· What types of support or sources will resonate most with my audience and why?
· Which support or sources align best with my linguistic and rhetorical approach?
· How can I incorporate support or sources that challenge or expand my audience’s perspectives?
· How can I make these support or sources accessible to my audience?
	


Williams, J. L. (2021). A framework for raciolinguistically just literacy instruction. Williams Higher Ed. https://williamshighered.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Raciolinguistic-Justice-Framework.pdf 

