Class: Chem 2103 (Chemical Literature) 1 credit face-to-face class
Course objective & student learning outcomes
The aim of this course is to familiarize students with different forms/formats of chemical literature by identifying the audience and rhetorical situations involved, tools to access and retrieve chemical literature (Google Scholar, SciFinder, etc.), and finally, to become contributors to the body of chemical literature (as a video, audio, academic writing, zines, etc.). 
Achievement of these broad outcomes will be facilitated by the following specific student learning outcomes-
SLO1. Students will be able to self-reflect on their linguistic and cultural biases through unit assignments/activities.
SLO2. Students should be able to gain knowledge through critical thinking, reflection, and metacognition.
SLO3. Students should be able to maximize their team-work experience by managing ambiguity, being open to new perspectives, and engaging in productive discomfort. 
WI class learning objectives 
This is a writing intensive course in the Writing Across the Curriculum program at East Carolina University. This course will focus on the development of writing skills. Upon completion of the course students will:
1. Use writing to investigate complex, relevant topics and address significant questions through engagement with and effective use of credible sources.
2. Produce writing that reflects an awareness of context, purpose, and audience,
particularly within the written genres (including genres that integrate writing with visuals, audio, or other multimodal components) of their major disciplines and/or career fields.
3. Demonstrate that they understand writing as a process that can be made more
effective though drafting revision.
4. Proofread and edit their own writing, avoiding grammatical and mechanical errors.
5. Assess and explain the major choices that they make in their writing.
This course contributes to the four-course WI requirement for students at ECU.
Additional information is available at the following site: https://writing.ecu.edu/.
University Writing Portfolio.
Students in all writing intensive courses are required to submit at least one completed written project to their University Writing Portfolio. In this course, students will submit assignments using the Portfolium tool. The university uses these writing samples to assess the writing program and to make improvements where necessary. To report problems with Portfolium, contact ITCS: https://go.ecu.edu/Portfolium.
Tentative weekly plan. More information about individual assignment is available under the specific assignment on Canvas. 
	Date
	In-class activity
	Assignment due (Homework)
	Alignment with SLO/context

	08/22/24
	· Introduction to the course + discussion on what constitutes chemical literature.
· Exit memo 0 based on class discussion.
	None
	

	08/29/24
	· In-class discussion on what is the best way to communicate. chemical information? 
· Exit memo 1 based on class discussion.
	Assignment 1: Reflection assignment-what is the best way to communicate chemical information?  Due on 08/28/24 at 11.59 pm 
	SLO1
Learning happens in diverse and culturally familiar modes of communication. Creating awareness around culturally familiar practices and meeting STEM learning outcomes (especially for disenfranchised students). 

	09/05/24
	Fall break (no class meeting)
	Assignment 2: Complete the Daly-Miller writing apprehension test and upload result (on Canvas) with a short reflection on the result.
Due on 09/04/24 at 11.59
	SLO2
Teasing out and reflecting on the type of writing apprehension may empower students gain some agency back in their writing process.

	09/12/24
	· In-class discussion on different types of writing apprehensions and their possible causes.
· Exit memo 2 based on class discussion. 
	Assignment 3: Find three different chemical literature from the web and identify a) search engine used, b) search word/phrase used c) items peer reviewed or not, d) reliability of information on the items. This assignment is due on 09/18/24 by 11.59 pm.
	SLO1
All languages are socially constructed and fulfill specific needs. This discussion is designed to encourage students to identify the power hierarchy between different societies and hence their languages in professional fields. 


	09/19/24
	· Using library resources and crafting search phrase training by Science Librarians. 
· Exit memo 3 based on class discussion.

	Assignment 4: Find three different chemical literature from the web and identify a) search engine used, b) search word/phrase used c) items peer reviewed or not, d) reliability of information on the items. This assignment is due on 09/25/24 by 11.59 pm.
	Overall objective of this class. 
This assignment is created to enhance student knowledge on reliability of scientific literature and the social power dynamics that goes into this decision-making process.

	09/26/24
	· Class discussion on how to make sense of chemical literature (literature review worksheet).
· Exit memo 4 based on class discussion.
	Assignment 5: Submit literature review worksheet after reading article provided by the instructor. This assignment is due on 10/02/24 by 11.59 pm. 
	Overall objective of this class. 
This assignment is created to enhance students’ familiarity with disciplinary jargon and summarizing information from a complex text in specific context of their writing task.

	10/03/24
	· Discussion on the literature review worksheet assignment.
· Exit memo 5 based on class discussion.
	Assignment 6: Write an abstract (200 words) on any chemistry topic by identifying your intended audience*. This assignment is due on 10/09/24 by 11.59 pm. 
	SLO2 and the overall objective of this class. 
This assignment is created to enhance student understanding of the purpose of different disciplinary writings. 

	10/10/24
	· Classroom discussion on audience and rhetorical situation while producing chemical literature.
· Exit memo 6 based on class discussion.
	Assignment 7: Re-write the abstract (200 words) from assignment 6 for two different audiences and intending to achieve two different objectives. Assignment due on 10/16/24 by 11.59 pm.  
	SLO2 and the overall objective of this class. 
This assignment is created to provide students an opportunity to utilize their learnings from the previous assignment in a more tangible format.

	10/17/24
	· Identify a chemistry research topic, find peer-collaborators (not more than 4 not less than 3), start working on collaborator expectation document. 
· Exit memo 7 (what factors contributed to a) selection of the review topic, and b) selection of collaborators).
	Assignment 8: a) Submit completed collaborator expectation document, b) identify search engines and approximate search words/phrases for doing literature survey, and c) obtain 2 unique research articles (each member of the team) on the review topic using the search phrases. This assignment is due on 10/23/24 by 11.59 pm.
	SLO3
This assignment is created to shine light on factors that play role in making decision about disciplinary collaboration, professional ethics, communicating disagreements, and setting up value systems for a collaboration. 

	10/24/24
	· Class discussion on how the collaborator expectation document was used while completing assignment 8, what worked, what did not work/needs readjustments. 
· Exit memo 8 start reading one of the articles downloaded and work on the literature review worksheet. 
	Assignment 9: Complete four independently generated literature review worksheets after completing reading the article you started working on during the 10/24/24 class. This assignment is due on 10/31/24 by 11.59 pm. 
	SLO3
This assignment is created to shine light on factors that play role in making decision about disciplinary collaboration, professional ethics, communicating disagreements, and setting up value systems for a collaboration.

	10/31/24
	· Class discussion on how the collaborator expectation document was used while completing assignment 8, what worked, what did not work/needs readjustments. 
· Start writing an abstract and an introduction based on Assignment 9.

	Assignment 10: Finalize a mature draft for the abstract and introduction (with citation list) on the selected research topic*. This assignment is due on 11/06/24 by 11.59 pm.
	SLO3
This assignment is created to shine light on factors that play role in making decision about disciplinary collaboration, professional ethics, communicating disagreements, and setting up value systems for a collaboration.

	11/07/24
	· Class discussion on how the collaborator expectation document was used while completing assignment 8, what worked, what did not work/needs readjustments. 
· Discussion on who is your academic peer? Peer reviewing ethics.

	Assignment 11: Submit a peer review report after reading an article written by one of the teams from this class. This assignment is due on 11/13/24 by 11.59 pm. 
	SLO3
This assignment is created to shine light on factors that play a role in making decision about disciplinary collaboration, professional ethics, communicating disagreements, and setting up value systems for a collaboration. Additionally, this assignment is a segway for discussing who is their disciplinary peers. 

	11/14/24
	Catch up + reading/writing day
	Submit draft paper to Canvas for feedback.
	Overall objective of this class

	11/21/24
	Last day of class. Exit memo 9 on semester learning. 
	Submit the final academic writing assignment.
	Overall objective of this class


You can use Microsoft Copilot to generate an initial draft for assignments that has an “*”, but you MUST NOT submit this draft as-is. The use of AI is just to facilitate the writing process and take away some writing apprehension but not to remove your own self from the writing process. Submitting an AI generated assignment as the final draft will lead to a 50% grade deduction. 












