SAWYER"S CANOE

Sawyer®s camoe was built in vhat is now Hyde county Hortch
Caralina near Faicfleld. When it was bigile Pairfield was parec of

il
Tyewell councy. Exactly when it was built know one secms Eg AETFEe,
1860. According te Mr C. D, Gibba

Some say it wax beilt around 1850 or
of rose bqi she was 1.un$had in 1886

Mr Gibbs was & good Friend of Charlie Alvon Sawyer, berrter known
g% Hr Alton. They would sit and talk For hours on end abour old t?nea.
On many octcasions they would Falk aboot the cance. | was told by Hr
Gibbg that the boat was buile by By great great grandfacher Ben amin
Franklin Savyer Sr. I have also been told this bg my father Lucher
Gru&:- Sawyer. This seems to be ooe of rthe few ings that everyone
Apregs on.

The location of the construction of the cange is alsc sgreed on,
1t was built st Head of the river in Hyde county. The old house was
located 3 miles south of Falrfield bridge on the intercostal water
way. This is the bridge whers highway 9% crosses rhe wnEnru-r. The ald
house set on the right hand side of che waterway, The old home sat
about 300 yds, west of the waterway, At the time the canoe was buiir
the waterway had mor been cuor,

Head of the river is whers the Alligator river starcs. The p:agle
of this area call it Head the river. some of the old cimers called ir
Durance island. 50 named for Durance Cahoon, whe firstc serrled thﬁra.

The history of the canoe is quite interesting. It has change
hands many times. Hany changes have raken place e the capoe aver the
¥ears. It has aleo been use as a carels feed rrough.

The cance was buillt f{rom three loags. Each log was cut and
reshaped wvhers théey were cut. E-Tn log was cﬁt in a difterant piece aof
woods. After the logs wers roughly shaped. The logs wers hauled to Che
bouse and thers the asseable began. Each of the thres major PATLE wWars
fitred tEllIHEr- Cnuge holes ware dril?eu throwgh the asides o check
the thickneas of thg gides. These holes were then plufﬁed when :hef
reached the right thickpess the holes ware plogged. Ribs were cur From
the roots of ceder and Cypress trees. Each root was chosen for just
Ehe right curve to (it che curve of che sides.

Hhen the canoe was fipst built che bow stem was made of a ceder
root like the ribs, There wers no gennels on che cance. I have beon
told chat when the cance was built,it was fitted oo to have aails.

I don't know if this was done when Lt Was [irst bowilt or added later,

I the yaar !333 Benjamin Franklin Sswyer Sr. died, Ar the timg of
his death,.he had 3 sons. Erekiel H. snuger, Benjoamin Franklin Sawyer
Je. and Eben Sawyer. Benjamin Franklin dwyer Jr. was my
kreat-Grandfacher. le was called Franklim,

1 ?- not sore if Franklin in¥er£:ed the canoe or not. The aext
ekner of the cence that we koow of was Eben Sawver. I have been told
that Eben lived on bells island near Rose bay. Yhe canoe was a way of
life. Mot only was it used to hunt,Eish and trap. It was used as
tranuﬁnr ation. I have been told that §r w ed Lo take Eben's
sof.Charlie Alton Sawyer co gchoal in nlr??ﬂf&.

fomewhers around 1920 Little John Onesl bought the cance. It must
have been in peed of repair. This is when it was wsed as n caccle
lrﬂufh. Hy facther has told me on many ﬂcfﬂiiﬁﬂl of seeing the canoe in
Ehe Field and of the cartle egating ouwt of ir.

Aroond 1930 Charlie Alcon Saufer buile a4 small cance. Hr. Alton
traded it to John Oneal for the old aAfGe,
He Alton and his father did che moch needed repairs. This is when the
bow stem was replaced by the blocks wa see today, The kesl was
catended and gunnals were added,in air cooled mortor was inaralled.



On April 20 1932 fben Sawyer died. Mr Alton was Ebens only son.
Mr. Alton made most o ;he changes that were made to the canoe. He
added the cabin. Most of the plank patches were installed by Mr Alton.
He also added at one time a V-8 motor around 1943.

Mr Alton moved to Charleston S.C. and went to work there at the
shipyard. He worked there for a while. Then he movied back to Rose Bay
N.C.. Mr Alton started to build larger work boats at his home. I'am not
sure how many he duilt. The last boat he started to build when he was
80 years old. He hand hewed the keel an dead rise. He had the bottom
on and one plank on the sides when he died.

Mr Alton died on June 26 1977. Mr Alton had 3 sons. Ralph Ernie
Sawyer, Sherwood Sawyer and Bernard Sawyer. Ralph Ernie Sawyer was
known 5{ the name Ernie.

Ernie inherited the canoe and the unfinished work boat he had
started. Ernie was not as interested in boat building as his father.
Ernie did do some work on the canoe 80: ‘®m not sure just what was
don’ by him. Ernie died on Oct, & 1985 of cancer. Erine’'s wife Nrs
She b{ Smith Sawyer 8. le ” later that month. Miss SHQ*SV had heard
that was l?tor sted in collecting and preserving the o tools that
were in our family. Around Oct. 20 1985 my father Luther .§'i3¥hsnwyer
and myself went to Rose Bay X.C. to look at the old tools ¢
canoe. At that time miss Shelby told l{ father that Ernie wanted him
to have the canoe. I loaded up the tools and one week later on the 27
of October of 1985 we glc?od up the canoe. The cabin was about to fall
) 80 we removed it. ather had planed to restore it but his
health would not let him. Then he told me it was may canoe now but
tgat is when i started talk to him about donating it to you.You know
the rest.

Steven Ray Sawyer
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