Working in the Past Article Rubric

English 1200


	
	The Strong Article (A or B)
	The Average Article (C)
	The Weak Article (D or F)

	Description & Background Information
	Description of the artifact is thorough and comprehensive. Background information about the artifact is extensive and relevant. 
	Description of the artifact is adequate. Background information about the artifact sufficiently supports claims about the artifact and its significance/interest.
	Description of the artifact is minimal and somewhat sketchy. Claims about the artifact and its importance/meaning are not sufficiently supported with background information.

	Audience Appropriateness
	The introductory section successfully secures the readers’ interest. The information presented fully meets the needs of the professionals in the intended audience. In addition, this information is presented in an appropriate style and level of formality. 
	The introductory section attempts to secure the readers’ interest but is not fully successful. The information presented addresses some of the needs of the professionals in the intended audience, but leaves out some components. The writer attempts, but does not always succeed, to use an appropriate style and level of formality.  
	The introductory section makes little or no attempt to garner the readers’ interest. The information presented largely does not meet the needs of the intended audience. Important details are missing from the article. The style and level of formality are largely not appropriate for this audience and purpose. 


	Link to Profession/Career
	The article effectively integrates discussion of the profession/career in examining the artifact and assessing its historical significance.
	The article links the artifact to the profession/career, but not as consistently or fully as possible.
	The article fails to make sufficient connections between the profession/career and the historical significance of the artifact.

	Organization
	Ideas and evidence are presented in a logical, flowing manner. Different parts of the article clearly relate to one another and to the larger purpose of the article. 
	Ideas and evidence are presented in a discernable pattern, although some points and/or evidence seem out-of-place or disconnected.  
	Ideas and evidence are not presented in a discernable or consistent pattern. Many points and/or pieces of evidence seem out-of-place or disconnected.  

	Integration of Secondary Sources
	Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries of information from secondary sources are integrated strategically and smoothly into the article.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries from secondary sources are integrated into the article, although not always in the most effective manner.
	Quotations, paraphrases, and summaries from secondary sources do not clearly connect to or fit well with the surrounding text.

	Usage & Style
	Sentences are clear and easy to follow. The paper contains very few grammar or spelling errors.  
	Sentences make sense in most places. The paper contains relatively few grammar or spelling errors.  
	Sentences are confusing. The paper contains many grammar or spelling errors.  



