

Peer Review – General Guidelines

 

Analyzing a written text becomes destructive when you simply bash an essay or indulge in speculation about the writer's personal deficiencies. Therefore, it is important to keep your attention on the essay itself, give specifics, and always offer honest suggestions for improving the writing. If you find yourself making the following comments, you are on the wrong track: 

 

           "Oh, yeah I liked your essay. It was great."

           Translation: "I didn't give enough attention to your

           essay to say anything specific about it." What seems

           like a compliment is really an insult. 

           "I found a spelling error on page 3, but otherwise it's

           perfect." Oh, really? Or maybe you were looking

           only at mechanics. Back up and read the essay

           again for intention, voice, design, details , and so on.

           On the other hand, maybe the essay did not engage

           you enough so that you found yourself looking at

           words and sentences rather than becoming

           absorbed in the essay's content. If so, consider

           ways the essay could be less boring, more engaging.

"I don't know what to say. I just couldn't get into it."

           What you are saying is that you are an irresponsible

           reader. Were you trying to read it while you were

           watching television or listening to music? No

           wonder you could not get into it. Give the essay a

           fair reading by giving it your full concentration. But if

           you did really try to involve yourself in the essay and

           found you could not, then go back and figure out

           what kept you from getting involved. Were there so

           many mechanical errors that you kept getting

           bounced out of the essay? Was there no clear sense

           of the writer's voice or persona? Was the subject

           treated so generally or so tritely that nothing could

           interest you in it? Be sure you tell the writer what

           kept you from being engaged.

 

So here’s what I want you to do:      

 

First read the essay through quickly for an overall impression. Briefly explain to the writer what that first impression is. Could you immediately perceive the essay's purpose? Write down what you think the purpose is and at what point that purpose became clear to you. Does the essay move you?  How?  Write what you felt when reading it. This will tell the writer how well the essay fulfilled his/her intentions. 

 

Then read the essay through a second time more slowly, paying attention to various aspects of the writing and analyzing their effectiveness. Below is a list of aspects you may want to consider. As you read through, mark places in the essay that seem ineffective and write brief margin notes explaining what you think is wrong. Also, write notes where you think the essay is especially effective. 

 

·  What parts of the essay draw you in? 

 

· Can you identify what makes those sections more powerful for you? 

 

· What does the essay make you think about? 

 

· Is the essay's purpose clear? If it is not stated, should it be more strongly implied? Or could it be stated better? 

 

· Has the writer developed every point with vivid detail, clear examples, accurate information, specific explanation? If not, note where the essay becomes too general, abstract, inaccurate, or dull. Suggest ways the writer could improve these places. 

 

·  Is the essay well-organized? Can you easily follow its path of development? Are all parts of the essay clearly related to each other? (Hint: If you find yourself forgetting the point of the essay, or if you lose track of the essay's train of thought, chances are that the organization is ineffective.) 

 

·  Does the writer seem to have a clear sense of his or her intended audience? Do all parts of the essay work effectively to engage and involve that audience? Has the writer clearly understood the needs of the audience by choosing the right voice and presenting the right amount of information and/or explanation? 

 

·  Is the title appropriate and interesting? Does the beginning grab your interest and make you want to keep reading? If not, how could the writer improve it? Does the ending leave a strong, appropriate impression with you? 

 

·  Does the essay contain a minimum number of sentence-structure, spelling, punctuation, grammar, and usage errors? Or is the writing so careless that numerous errors interfere with your reading of the essay? 

 

I’d like you to respond to the essay with a 2-page end comment in which you address some of the questions outlined above.  Email your response to myself and your partner by noon on Friday, November 2.  

 

Credit for this assignment/handout goes to Dr. Claire Lauer.


