Morse
“What is Important to You?” (from The Wadsworth Guide to Research page 39)



What to do.

Take some time to explore the various communities that you participate in. Make notes/lists under each category.

	· personal—home, family, leisure, etc.


	· professional—work and career, past, present, and future



	· academic—school, past, present, and future


	· civic—community, political (local, national, global), etc.


Answer the following questions about these four communities you live in.

	1. What discussions (in writing, on the Internet, verbally) engage you and other members of the community?

	· personal
	· professional



	· academic


	· civic

	

	2. What events or experiences have happened that you still remember and that left you, or other members of the community, with questions or concerns?

	· personal
	· professional



	· academic


	· civic


	3. What problems or concerns exist in this particular community?

	· personal
	· professional



	· academic


	· civic


Focus on one or two of your answers by digging deeper with the following questions.

	4. Who, which individuals and groups, is involved in this discussion, event, or problem? Why are they involved?



	5. When and where did/does the discussion, event, or problem take place?



	6. What exactly is the topic of the discussion, event, or problem?



	7. Why is the discussion, event, or problem significant to the community members?



	8. How does the community usually start to resolve the discussion, event, or problem?




