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Instructor:  Dr. Tracy Morse
E-Mail:  morset@ecu.edu
Office:  Bate 2210
Office Hours:  TR 11am-12:30pm, W 10am-12pm, and by appointment
Office Phone:  252|737-2040
Course Information Online:  blackboard.ecu.edu
Being a writer she thinks of language partly as a system, partly as a living thing over which one has control, but mostly as agency – as an act with consequences.  
· Toni Morrison, Nobel Lecture December 7, 1993
ACCOMODATION OF SPECIAL NEEDS
East Carolina University seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the Department for Disability Support Services located in Slay 138. The office’s phone number is (252)737-1016 (Voice/TTY). 

COURSE OUTCOME GOALS 
English 2201 builds on the reading and writing strategies introduced in English 1100 with the goal of preparing you to apply those strategies to writing in upper-level courses and in contexts beyond the university. Through an exploration of various genres and formats of research writing, this course will develop your abilities to

· Recognize and explain the significance of variations in content, style, structure, and format across different writing contexts;

· Formulate significant research questions and craft strong research proposals with feasible work plans and timelines;

· Locate and critically evaluate a variety of sources, including field-based, print, and electronic sources;

· Organize source materials and integrate them into your writing;

· Apply research and use writing to achieve a variety of purposes in a variety of contexts;

· Convey the results of research to a variety of audiences through a variety of genres and formats;

· Use clear, appropriate language and grammar in writing about topics in different disciplinary contexts;

· Understand the purposes of citation practices in different contexts;

· Cite sources accurately and responsibly in order to avoid plagiarism;

· Read critically to analyze the writing strategies of experienced writers; and

· Identify and explain writing strategies in your own work.

REQUIRED TEXTS and OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS
· Smith, Trixie G. & Allison D. Smith with Holly Hamby. Building BRIDGES through Writing. Southlake, TX:  Fountainhead Press.

· Texts handed out in class or posted to Blackboard.

· A suitable college dictionary, such as the American Heritage Dictionary or Random House College Dictionary.  (These are available on-line and in the Joyner Library.)

· A non-black pen for peer review of drafts.

· Copies of your work as needed for class and group discussion.

· A file folder (not legal size) for turning in projects.

· A stapler for keeping prewriting, notes, drafts, and final drafts of projects together.

· A back up method such as a USB flash drive or Dropbox to save work for this class .

· Active ECU email that you check frequently.
OTHER COURSE COSTS
You will be required to make photocopies or print-outs of the research sources you use in major writing assignments.
REQUIREMENTS
In addition to writing projects, you are required to complete reading assignments; to complete informal writing; to contribute to class discussions; to participate in peer reviewing of drafts; and to present your writing to the class. All rough drafts must be completed and computer-generated for the appropriate workshop or conference day to be eligible to be handed in on project due date without being penalized. All final drafts must be completed by the due date, attached to all prior drafts, and handed in at the beginning of class in your file folder. 
As the semester progresses, keep all of your projects, including all drafts, all peer review comments, and all feedback from me. 
ASSIGNMENTS
Students will complete two projects from each category.

	Category 1: 

Assignments that Teach Foundational Skills of Understanding Writing about the Disciplines 

	These analytical and informational assignments help students learn how to read carefully in order to discern central and important features of writing in a discipline of their choosing and to recognize how specialized knowledge gets “translated” for broader audiences. Possible assignments may include two of the following:

· Textual Analysis 1: Students will select 4 examples of writing in their discipline and analyze the rhetorical strategies used by the authors. 

· Textual Analysis 2: Students will write an analysis that compares and contrasts the rhetorical strategies used in a popular and a trade article in their chosen discipline. 

· Publication Analysis: Students will select one periodical in the discipline and analyze the publication by examining audience, purpose, design, content and structure. 

· Report on Writing in the Field Assignment: Students will use primary (interviews) and secondary sources to find out about and compose a report on the kinds of writing done in their potential future profession.  In addition to locating sources that discuss how to write in the field (i.e., articles and/or books on how to write different professional genres) for information.

· Report on Authoritative Sources in Your Discipline:  Students will locate at least four authoritative sources (print or electronic) from the discipline they are considering for their major/career and will compose a report that identifies and explains the characteristics of a reliable, credible source of information in the field. 



	Category 2:

Assignments that Teach Foundational Skills of Composing in and about the Disciplines

	These assignments provide students with the opportunity to practice writing moves that are common to a variety of fields and to consider how and why writing conventions and expectations differ across disciplinary audiences and purposes. Possible assignments may include two of the following:

· Annotated Bibliography: Students will identify a specific issue within the discipline to investigate and research. They will then compile an annotated bibliography of 10-12 credible sources that adheres to a discipline-specific documentation style. Each entry should include summary and analysis/commentary on the usefulness of the source. 

· Literature Review/Presentation: Students will synthesize the information collected from their research into a literature review. To practice presenting what they have written about, students will provide a brief (5-7 minute) oral overview of their literature review for their classmates. 

· Research Proposal: Students will write a formal proposal for a polished writing assignment (see below). In additional to previewing the major sections of their polished writing, the proposal should address the student’s selection of genre, audience, and purpose for the writing. 

· Polished Writing for Public Audience: Students will write up their investigation/research in a specific genre and for a specific non-specialist audience of their choosing. 

· “Press Release” Assignment: Students will write a press release about the issue for a mainstream news publication. The goal here would not be to teach students how to write a press release specifically but to foster their abilities to condense complex ideas and explain them concisely for broad audiences. 

· Explanation of Key Procedure or Process Assignment:  For this assignment, students will write a clear, detailed document, in a genre of their choosing, that explains to a novice how to do something central to the work that the student may do in his or her future work. This assignment will also include a presentation for the class on the procedure or process.

· Response to an Ethical Issue/Scenario Assignment: In this type of assignment, instructors might ask students to identify an ethical issue from their potential major to investigate, report on, and respond to. The report/response should be presented in a way that considers and responsibly represents viewpoints on that issue to an audience of non-experts.


University Writing Portfolio
In addition to uploading your course material to your English 1100 2014-15 Portfolio, you will also submit material to a University Writing Portfolio. 

University Writing Portfolio Upload Requirement 
This course is designated “writing intensive” (WI) because, in addition to providing you with important content to learn, it has been designed to help you improve as a writer. Several years ago, ECU’s University Writing Program instituted the WI graduation requirement (6 hours of WI coursework beyond English 1100 and 1200/2201, at least 3 hours of which must be in the major) with the goal of preparing students to be effective writers. As a university, we want to see how well we are doing in meeting that goal. 

To assist with this effort, you will submit one major writing project, along with a description of the assignment for that project and brief responses to four questions about your writing, near the end of this course. These materials will be uploaded to your “University Writing Portfolio,” which you will access and create (if you have not already done so in a previous WI course) through the “student portfolio” link in Onestop. 

Each year, representatives of ECU’s University Writing Program will randomly select a set of University Writing Portfolios from recently graduated students to assess how effectively ECU’s writing programs meet the needs of ECU students. The assessment work of the University Writing Program has no bearing on your grades: assessments will be done after a student graduates. Moreover, results of University Writing Portfolio assessments will only be used to improve instruction for future students and will never be reported in any way that connects those results to individual students.

Additional information about creating your University Writing Portfolio and uploading your materials will be provided during the semester. Further assistance with this process will also be available online (www.ecu.edu/writing) and in person at the University Writing Center (www.ecu.edu/writing/uwc), located in Joyner Library.
FOUNDATION: WRITING COMPETENCE
· Students will learn to use various heuristic and planning tactics in preparing a written composition.  In drafting and revising, they will learn to choose words carefully, exploit English syntax fully, and ensure coherence.  They will learn to edit for standard written English usage, punctuation, and spelling.  They will also become competent in using the computer to perform those processes.

· Students will improve their reading skills in order to understand literally, to infer, to recognize ideological bias, and to evaluate.  They will deepen their sensitivities to connections and differences among texts.  They will increase their capacities for reflecting on experience and analyzing and solving problems creatively.

· Students will learn the aims and means of the expositor and the advocate and will learn to write in order to inform and to persuade.

· Students will learn to formulate research questions, identify and search both print and electronic bibliographic indexes, locate resources in the library, and read widely for selected kinds of information.  They will learn to incorporate information gained from the library and other sources into their compositions, citing documents appropriately.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY
Academic integrity as described in the ECU Student Handbook is a fundamental value of higher education and East Carolina University; therefore, I will not tolerate acts of cheating, plagiarism, falsification or attempts to cheat, plagiarize, or falsify. If I become aware of academic integrity violations, I will follow the procedures outlines in the University’s academic integrity policy. Penalties for violating the Academic Integrity policy include grade penalties up to and including an F for the course. If you have any questions about my policy or what might constitute a violation in the class, please contact me. Review the Academic Integrity policies and procedures online at http://www.ecu.edu/cs-studentaffairs/osrr/students/conduct_process.cfm. 
MORE ON PLAGIARISM
Be aware that the writing you do for this course must be your work and, primarily, your words. It is OK to incorporate the words or ideas of others in support of your ideas, but when you do so, you should be sure to cite the source appropriately. We will talk about citation during the course.   

Penalties for plagiarism are severe—if I become aware of any intentional attempt to plagiarize (e.g. knowingly submitting someone else’s work as your own, downloading a paper from the Internet, etc.), you will be given an “F” for the course and a report will be filed with the Office of Student Rights and Responsibilities, the office that maintains reports from all university faculty and staff regarding academic integrity violations. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing a second time, in this course or in any other course while you are at ECU, you can be suspended or even expelled from the University. Be sure to see me if you have any questions about plagiarism before you turn in an assignment.

GRADING

	Project 1 from Category 1

Project 2 from Category 1 
	  15%

  20%

	Project 3 from Category 2
	  15%

	Project 4 from Category 2
	  20%

	Self-Analytical Writing

Presentation
	 10%

 10%

	Class Citizenship
	  10%


	Grade
	Quality Points
	10-Point Scale

	A 
	4.0 
	94-100 

	A- 
	3.7 
	90-93 

	B+ 
	3.3 
	87-89 

	B 
	3 
	83-86 

	B- 
	2.7 
	80-82 

	C+ 
	2.3 
	77-79 

	C 
	2 
	73-76 

	C- 
	1.7 
	70-72 

	D+ 
	1.3 
	67-69 

	D 
	1 
	63-66 

	D- 
	.7 
	60-62 

	F 
	0 
	Below 60 


FINAL  
Meeting during the final scheduled time is required.
COURSE SCHEDULE (adapted by Chris Bethel)

Course Introduction
Week 1
This week, students will prepare to act, interact, and react appropriately and successfully within the context of the course. Learners will review the syllabus and course overview, assess their own understanding of the course goals, meet the members of their learning community, choose a writing support group, and draft a group charter designed to guide members in supporting one another as they work toward the course goals.

Readings:  Chapter 1 “Writing Across the Curriculum,” pp. 1-16 (16 pages); Chapter 3 “Reading Across the Curriculum,” pp. 57-66 (10 pages). See Appendix 3 for suggested activities from each chapter (this section is incomplete as of 11/24/14).

Unit 1:  Weeks 2, 3, 4
Week 2 (assigned, planned, & drafted)

This week, students will prepare to understand writing about disciplines and writing in the academy. Project 1 is assigned and students begin planning/drafting.

Readings:  University Academic Integrity Policy, Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 17-38 (21 pages), Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages).

Week 3 (drafted, reviewed, & revised)

This week, students will seek deeper understanding of and skill development in writing about disciplines and writing in the academy. Students continue researching for and drafting Project 1 to submit for first peer review by end of week.

Readings:  Chapter 4 “The Research Process,” pp. 67-80 (13 pages), Project-specific primary and secondary resources.

Week 4 (reviewed, revised, & submitted)

This week, students will conduct one or two additional peer reviews and submit the polished draft for evaluation.

Readings:  Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages), Review Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages), Project-specific resources.
Unit 2:  Weeks 5, 6, 7
Readings and informal writing assignments that prepare students for deeper understanding writing about disciplines. Project 2 in this category assigned, peer reviewed, and submitted.

Reading: “Purposes of Writing In” and “Types of Writing Assignments In” Sections of Chapters 5 – 11; and selections by instructor and students.

Week 5 (assigned, planned, & drafted)

This week, students will seek deeper understanding of and skill development in writing about disciplines. Project 2 is assigned and students begin planning/drafting, including identifying at least 3 useful primary and/or secondary sources.

Readings:  “Purposes of Writing In” and “Types of Writing Assignments In” Sections of Chapters 5 – 11 (see Appendix 1:  70 pages to skim, ~20 to read); Project-specific primary and secondary resources. 

Students should skim each section, analyzing for similarities & differences, and read thoroughly and critically the section(s) regarding the discipline(s) they intend to major and minor in.
Review:  University Academic Integrity Policy, Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 17-38 (21 pages). Chapter 3 “Reading Across the Curriculum,” pp. 57-66 (10 pages).

Week 6 (drafted, reviewed, & revised)

This week, students will seek deeper understanding of and skill development in writing about disciplines and writing in the academy. Students continue researching for and drafting Project 2 to submit for first peer review by end of week.

Readings:  Project-specific primary and secondary resources, including websites for professional organizations in disciplines students have chosen to research.  

Review:  The “Purposes” and “Types of Writing Assignments In” sections of Chapters 5 – 11 relevant to your project (30-45 pages).

Week 7 (reviewed, revised, & submitted)

This week, students will conduct one or two additional peer reviews and submit the polished draft for evaluation.

Review:  Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages), Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages), Project-specific resources.

Unit 3:  Weeks 8, 9, 10
Readings and informal writing assignments that prepare students to compose in and about their disciplines. Project 3 in this category assigned, peer reviewed, and submitted.

Reading:  “Writing Effectively In” sections of Chapters 5 – 11; selections by instructor and students.
Week 8 (assigned, planned, & drafted)

Students should skim each section, analyzing for similarities & differences, and read thoroughly and critically the section(s) regarding the discipline(s) they intend to major and minor in. Project 3 is assigned and students begin planning/drafting, including identifying at least 3 useful primary and/or secondary sources.
Readings:  “Writing Effectively In” sections of Chapters 5 – 11 (see Appendix 2:  157 pages to skim, ~40 to read). 
Review:  Chapter 1 “Writing across the Curriculum,” pp. 1-16 (16 pages), Chapter 4 “The Research Process,” pp. 67-81 (13 pages), Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages)
Week 9 (drafted, reviewed, & revised)

This week, students will seek deeper understanding of and skill development in writing in their chosen discipline. Students continue researching for and drafting Project 3 to submit for first peer review by end of week.

Readings:  Project-specific primary and secondary resources. 

Review:  Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages)
Week 10 (reviewed, revised & submitted)

This week, students will conduct one or two additional peer reviews and submit the polished draft for evaluation.

Review:  Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages), Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages), Project-specific resources.
Unit 4:  Weeks 11, 12, 13
Readings and informal writing assignments that further prepare students to compose in and about their disciplines. Project 4 in this category assigned, peer reviewed, and submitted.

Reading: students’ work; selections by instructor and students.
Week 11 (assigned, planned, & drafted)

Project 4 is assigned and students begin planning/drafting, including identifying at least 3 useful primary and/or secondary sources.  We will also review the writing students have done about the disciplines and evaluate both the resources and the writing for potential incorporation into projects they are now writing in the discipline.
Readings:  Students' Projects 1 and 2; Project-specific primary and secondary resources, including websites for professional organizations in disciplines students have chosen to research. 
Review:  Chapter 1 “Writing across the Curriculum,” pp. 1-16 (16 pages), Chapter 4 “The Research Process,” pp. 67-81 (13 pages), Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages), “Writing Effectively In” sections of Chapters 5 – 11 (see Appendix 2:  157 pages)
Week 12 (drafted, reviewed, & revised)

This week, students will seek deeper understanding of and skill development in writing in their chosen discipline. Students continue researching for and drafting Project 4 to submit for first peer review by end of week.

Readings:  Students' Project 3. Project-specific primary and secondary resources. 

Review:  Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages)
Week 13 (reviewed, revised & submitted)

This week, students will conduct one or two additional peer reviews and submit the polished draft for evaluation.

Review:  Chapter 2 “The Writing Process,” pp. 38-56 (18 pages), Chapter 12 “Documentation Styles Across the Curriculum,” pp. 325-358 (33 pages), Project-specific resources.

Final:  Weeks 14 & 15
Two Sound Pedagogical Options for Concluding the Course:
· Multimodal professional presentation (i.e., Prezi, PPT, video with script, website with narrative, etc.) revised from Project 3 or 4 (or revised combining the two) with reflective cover letter.

· Portfolio presentation that includes a multimodal revision of two projects, one from writing about the disciplines and one from writing in the disciplines. 
Week 14 (planned, drafted, & reviewed)

This week, students will plan and draft a multimodal, professional presentation and a reflective cover letter demonstrating critical awareness of writing-to-learn and writing-in-the-disciplines strategies and skills they have practiced and developed throughout the semester. 
Readings:  Students' projects and project-specific resources; instructor resources on presentations and/or metacognitive writing.
Review:  Websites for organizations within the field, specifically for guidelines on presenting research at common events in order to choose appropriate presentation styles and guidelines.
Week 15 (revised & submitted)

This week, students will present their final projects to their peers and the instructor either before or during the final exam period, depending on instructor workload balance preferences.
Note:  This syllabus and course schedule are subject to change, so please make careful note of any updates given in class regarding assignments and due dates.

