Problem Solving within a Profession

1. Select a current problem within a profession you are interested in pursuing.

2. Research the context of the problem. Some questions that might guide your research include, but are not limited to

· What does the problem consist of?

· Who is producing the problem and who/what is being affected by the problem?

· Determine how the problem was initially created

· What tools/methods have been used to potentially solve this problem?  

· Why did those tools/methods not work?

· What tool/method has not been implemented that could have a positive effect on solving the problem?

· What empirical methods/ theories have been compiled that prove this tool/method could be used to solve the problem?

· What steps could be implemented to integrate this solution?

· Who and what would be affected by this solution?

3. Compile an investigative problem solving proposal that documents your findings and solution. The proposal will be submitted in a 10 to 15 minute oral presentation along with a power point aid as well as a brochure/handout and should utilize documentation style that is used in your major. The proposal will document the answers to these questions and present a solution to the problem. The proposal should also present a synopsis of how industry will benefit from this solution. The proposal should use credible sources, including 3 essays retrieved from scholarly journals, to support the information provided in the presentation. 

4. For this presentation, you will present the proposal in class and your audience will be peers as well as the instructor; please submit a hard copy of the power point aid and any other visual materials (handouts, brochures, etc.) that were included in the presentation…also, copies of sources (or relevant portions of the sources) that you have cited in your presentation should be submitted to the instructor at the end of the presentation session.  
Tentative Class Schedule: 

Week One: Assignment will be explained and then discussed in class sessions

Week Two: Discussion of Drafting Practices and Drafting will be conducted

Week Three: Peer Review Workshops will be conducted

Week Four: Student Teacher Conferences will be conducted

Week Five: Final Draft Due

