Joanne Dunn          Book Review
Assignment can be used for many disciplines. This one is based on my conversations with instructor in history at a community college (Anthony Dunn).

This project helps students to develop critical reading, critical thinking and practices several types of writing and thinking: 

· Summary of ideas, analysis of ideas and evaluation of ideas. (Part1)

· Critical Review, audience analysis, and assessment of purpose, audience and topic (rhetorical questions)  

· Considering the book/text and how it is situated in relation to other books on a similar topic. 

Part One: 
A. Create a graded discussion that includes taking notes and exchanging ideas and considerations in selecting a book on a particular topic. 
B.  After students have selected the book. Have students do a writing to learn (in-class writing and sharing) on the process of selecting the book. 

C. Next, have student examine, the title, table of contents and bibliography of his or her book . Here student would make observations, take notes and get in groups to talk about this preview of the book. 

D. Students are instructed on summary, analysis and evaluation.  Here the class would have a discussion, take notes and receive a handout on these variations of writing. 

E. Students practice with the Introduction of book: summary, analysis and evaluation. 

F. Students are assigned to read and take notes on chapter one. Here students identify vocabulary from the chapter and create a vocab list. Then students are instructed in and practice “Marginality” on chapter one. 

G. Student then write a summary, analysis and evaluation of Chapter One and each chapter repeat this pattern. 

Part Two: Book Review 
Double spaced/Three pages in length

Book review is NOT a book report but a well thought through assessment that carefully considers the purpose, audience, and thesis of the text. 

In the Introduction: Sample prewriting questions

What is the genre of the book?

Who is the publisher and when was the book published?

Part Two continued.

Can you summarize the text in one clear paragraph? 

What is the thesis and them?

Body:

What does the introduction reveal about the text? 

Who wrote the introduction?

How is the book arranged?

What does the arrangement reveal about the content?

What are the strengths and weaknesses of the book?

How would you describe the style, language, and development of the book?

Conclusion:

Would you recommend the text?

Who should read this book?

How did this book contribute to the scholarship?

Discussion of these answers with small group…

Draft one builds on these questions. 

Next discussion of transitions, “They Say, I Say” handout and language. 

Handout distributed on punctuation and grammar… 

Peer review lesson. 

Draft one peer review. 

Draft two and peer review.

Conference…Polish paper and editing class…
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