Corinee Guy 2

English 2201 Category 1 Assignment:  Textual Analysis
To explore rhetorical publication practices in your field, you will compare a popular and a trade journal from your field.  This project will help you identify, understand, and analyze practices in the discipline.  You will have to read critically, recognize the purpose of the assignment, anticipate audience needs, organize logically, use appropriate citations, and produce documents with appropriate language and grammar.  Please note that this project develops in stages, each one designed to help organize the next one.

Purpose:  To compare rhetorical strategies in a popular and trade journal within your discipline.  
This project will put you into contact with people or professors in your field and/or with


a librarian. You should become comfortable using the library's resources or searching 
online for resources in your field.  Moreover, you should become familiar with the 
different rhetorical strategies of popular and trade journals, including language and 


visuals to satisfy audience and purpose needs.  You will analyze and compare those 
strategies, citation practices, and author qualifications.  

Audience:  Your professor and people in the field who want to explore new resources 
Format Requirements:  12 pt. Times New Roman; citations and works cited in accordance to 
your discipline.  

Length:  two paragraphs, each 100 words minimum



four pages for final product
Due dates:  


Journal choices:  September 10


Breakdown of each journal:   September 7


Paragraphs for each journal type:  September 9


Workshop for paper:  September 14


Final paper:  September 16


Revision:  due one week after you receive your graded and marked paper

This project is 15% of your class grade.  The paragraphs for each journal type will be graded as 10% of your paper grade.  

Method:

1. Research names of popular and trade journals in your field by asking a professor in the 


field or by contacting a librarian.  Discover other means of finding out this 


information.  This requirement helps you become familiar resources in your field 


and forces you to have conversations with academic scholars.

2.  For each journal note the following in a computer file labeled Popular and Trade 


journal Comparison Notes; each topic should be organized as listed below:
· The audience:  note where and how you find this information


Who is the audience?  What level of education does the audience need to


understand the material?  What evidence can you provide for this answer?  
How does audience reflect the journal type?
· The purpose:  note where and how you find this information 


Why is the journal published?  What are the goals/mission of the journal?  
What is its readership?  How does purpose reflect the journal type?
· Types of articles:  Note the topics in the Table of Contents and the page lengths of 
each article.  Group the titles according to areas of interest.  How do the 
topics reflect the journal type?
· The qualifications of each author--what experience does the author have?  What

education does the author have?  Where else has the author published?  
How do qualifications reflect the journal type?

· For one article--examine the type of language and its appropriateness for the 
audience.  Jot down examples and the page number on which they appear.  
Use quotation marks with your examples.  Scan the other articles.  Do they 
appear to have the same type of language?  Explain.  How does language 
reflect the journal type?
· The use of illustrations and their types:  what kind of illustration is used 
(photograph, graph), why are the illustrations used, and what type of 
information is given in them.  Explain why the type of illustration is 
important.  If articles do not have illustrations, decide why.  How does the 
use of illustrations reflect the journal type?
· For one article, how do the illustrations support the text?  

· The layout/organization, including abstract presence, subtitles, section headings, 
and placement of illustrations.  How do these reflect the journal type?
· The use of citations, their format if present, and the works cited or bibliography


How do these reflect the journal type?

· The type used in each and the presence or absence of advertising.  If advertising is 
included, what types of products are in the ad?  How does advertising 
reflect the journal type?
· The publication requirements--what does a writer have to do to be published in  

 
the journal.  How do the requirements reflect the type of journal?
3.  Write a paragraph (200 words) for each document about how each of the above 
points creates meaning in the document and why the journal type uses these 
strategies.

4.  Write a four-page comparison of the popular journal and the trade journal.  Be sure to 


cite and provide a works cited.  Organize the paper according to the 
questions/topics listed above.  Each paragraph will begin with a claim about the 
similarities or differences in the topic.  For example, a claim might be that author 

qualifications for the popular journal and the trade journal were quite similar, in
that both used people with advanced degrees.  OR you might say that they were 


different because trade journals did not require.  After giving the reader the point 
that you will make, you will then compare/contrast the practices.  At the end of 
the paper, create an appropriate works cited for these journals.

Writing will be graded on analysis, paragraph structure, organization, citing and quoting, grammar, and punctuation.  As usual, attendance to the workshop can give you up to two points added to the final grade.  Failure to attend or to have a complete draft will result in a five-point deduction that you cannot recover in the revision.

