Corinee Guy 3

English 2201 Category 1.2 Assignment Report on Reputable Sources
As part of understanding the writing within your discipline and as a step toward writing within your field by explaining multiple sides to an ethical issue, you will learn to determine credible or reputable sources used by experts.  In this exercise, you will locate and critically evaluate print sources; recognize, evaluate, and use citation practices; and recognize and evaluate writing strategies in reputable sources.  When you later develop your response to an ethical issue, you will be expected to mimic the strategies and practices that you find in these sources.  
Purpose:  

To understand and evaluate credible sources in your field in preparation for an 
Annotated Bibliography and the Response to an Ethical Issue paper.

Audience:  

Your professor evaluating you and students learning how to evaluate sources, thus


you need to be very thorough

Requirements:  

Evaluation and comparison of four credible print sources--books, journals, or published 
conference papers that might fit your Response to an Ethical Issue paper; answers to 
questions and 5 pages of writing; 12 pt. Times New 
Roman; documentation in keeping 
with the discipline; turn in your answers to the questions


Hand in your analyses and comparison, bibliography page, copies of your sources, and 
your evaluation answers in a manila envelope.  

Method:  


Complete the process below and then write a one-page analysis of each source (4 pages) 
to prove its validity and a one-page comparison of the sources to show what they 
have in 
common and to tell your reader how to evaluate sources according to what you have 
learned (1 page).  The one-page analyses of each source will cover all of the topics 
from your evaluation questions, including the method used to find the sources. You will 

also create a bibliography page for these sources by choosing one article or chapter to 
represent.  Please note that we will begin the evaluation sheet in class; however, you will 
have to finish it on your own.
Due dates:  


Sources found:  March 7 (I will check in class)

Evaluation questions answered:  March 10

Analysis of each source (4 pages):  March 14

One-page comparison (1 page):  March 17


Workshop:  March 17


Due date:  March 19

Grading:  This project will be 10% of your class grade.  I will grade on thoroughness in answers on the sheet, but for the analyses I will grade on claims, organization, paragraph development, use of evidence, citations, grammar and punctuation.   

Answer the questions below.  Since this assignment is posted on blackboard, save it in Word and then fill out the sheet on your computer.  Please use a different color in your answers so that I can read them better.  Print off your answers to hand in with the project.

Find sources:

Ask a professor, professional, or librarian about books and journal titles

Search library databases about a topic and designate peer reviewed


Use One Search--put in your discipline and the word "journals"; ex.:  nursing journals


Check your textbooks from your classes in the field to see what sources they use


Google your profession to get names--I am not saying to use Google Scholar--go


to a regular Google search box and type in your field and reputable journals.



Your results should be a list of journal titles that you can then search in a 



database.  Don't forget that  in the one-page analysis that you have to tell us


how you found the journal or book titles. 

Analyze the source by answering the following questions:

1.  Title of the source:  Journal or book title.  How does the title differ from that of a 

magazine or a non-professional book?  Where did you find the source?  A database?

The catalog?  Is the work peer-reviewed?

2.  Publisher of the source:  research the publisher to find its standing in the field

3.  Date of publication:  Ideally in an issues paper, you want sources that less than ten


years old.  Five years is the best targeted date, as in most fields information changes 
rapidly.   In fact, some professors will want to know the most up-to-date arguments and 


might ask you for the conversation in the year that you are writing.  Explain why we

want current material but also explain when older material might be appropriate.

4.  Sponsor:  Occasionally, a journal's sponsor will be different from the publisher.  The 
publisher might actually be the organization responsible for actually printing the journal 
and taking care of editing and so forth.  The sponsor would be the organization that 
actually calls for papers.  If the source is a published conference paper, what is the name 
of the conference and who sponsored it?  How is this organization reputable in the field?  

Find information about the organization and the conference.

5.  Cost:  If the source is a journal, what does a subscription or single issue cost?  If the source is 
a book, can you find what its original cost was?  This seems like an odd question, but 
academic publications usually cost more than non-academic publications do.  Think 
about the cost of a text book compared to that of a non-fiction book at Barnes and Noble.

How can you use Barnes and Noble or Amazon to find out this information? 

6.  Reviews of the journal, book or conference paper:  Online, see if you can find what scholars 
or professionals have had to say about the source.  Check reviews.  Can you find a 
rebuttal to one of the 
journal articles/conference paper or instances that scholars have 
used the works?  In other words, how has the professional community received this 
source? If your source is a book, can you look at the jacket or at comments within the 
book?  Keep in mind, 
however, that these comments will be biased toward the author and 
the work in order to sell copies.  Explain how your found the reviews or rebuttal.
 7.  For all sources, what are the qualifications of the author[s]?  How did you find that 
information?  Do these writers establish credibility through their educational or 
experience levels?  Why?  Explain why a professional wants to read material from 
someone like the authors.

8.  What types of sources do the journals, books, and conference papers use?  Give examples and 
explain why a 
quick look makes you think that the sources are credible.  What can you 
tell about credibility by the titles?  Are the sources current?  Why do you think that the 
authors chose those sources.  Be specific by giving a particular example.

9.  What makes the source's format look professional?  Use our class discussions to answer.

10.  Are citations and references in keeping with the field?  Explain and give examples.  Also,

explain how citations and references have created meaning in one of the articles or 


Chapters.

11.  What topics are covered in the source?  Are these relevant now?  Explain.  Do you see


anything that might relate to your issues paper?  List the titles and authors here.

12.  Write a bibliographic entry below for one article that you might use in the Response to

an Issue Paper.

[Note to self:  If you don't want this to be a major writing assignment, take out the five pages, so that students just answer the questions, and add a paragraph that defends why the sources are valid.]
