Due Dates November 18, 20 and 25

Stance Paper Rubric
Assignment: You will write a 4-page paper on a stance of your choosing, supported by at least three reasons or solutions. Since your sources will more than likely come from your Annotated Bibliography project, you cannot take a stance on euthanasia, abortion, marijuana, the death penalty, the drinking age or 24-hour dorm visitation. If you have a very specific stance on one of these four issues, on very rare occasions, I may reconsider these limitations.
Requirements: MLA style (as specified in your syllabus), 12 point Times New Roman font, double-spaced. Please remember – a 4-page paper means that you should have something of substance on the fourth page, not just two words or a line of text. Also, you should be using (and citing) at least 4 research sources for this paper from your Annotated Bibliography project.
Paper Structure:

I. Introduction

A. Your thesis statement in your introductory paragraph should be a clear statement taking a stance on the issue you’ve decided on. It should also include the reasons (“why”) or your suggested solutions (“how”) to resolve the issue you’re taking a stance on.

For example: “High schools should require community service before students can graduate (stance) because it helps students learn valuable job skills, benefits all communities as a whole and stimulates the economy. (reasons)”

II. Body of Paper

A. The main body of your paper will consist of your three reasons or solutions. You should give sufficient facts and/or evidence to support each of these reasons.

B. Next, you must recognize and identify a counter-argument on the stance you have taken. You should also refute that counter-argument with either new information or by applying one of your three reasons (or solutions) to it. Devote only one or two paragraphs at the most to recognizing the counter-argument and refuting it.

III. Conclusion

A. Conclude your paper with a paragraph restating your thesis. Do not simply copy and paste the thesis from your introduction; you must be able to reword it and sum up some of the main points you made in the body of the paper.

Grading: Points are assigned in the following areas:

I. Paper Structure – 50 points

a) Clear and specific thesis statement somewhere in Introduction

b) Three reasons/solutions given and support shown for those reasons/solutions

c) Counter-argument

d) Refutation

e) Conclusion

II. Citations – 30 points

a) Proper citations

b) Using and citing information from all sources listed on Works Cited page

c) Properly formatted Works Cited page

III. MLA Format – 10 points

a) 1-inch margins, 12 points Times New Roman font, double-spaced

b) Identifying information (name, date, etc.) at beginning of paper

IV. Miscellaneous – 10 points

a) Proper punctuation, spelling and grammar

b) Use of formal language (avoiding “I”, “me” and “you”)

c) Submitted paper to SafeAssign tool on BlackBoard
