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Assignment Three: Investigative report

Undertake an investigation and write a full analytical report in response to one of these briefs or develop your own brief based on a socio-environmental-academic issue in your field. You should use the material you have gathered to research and analyze the issue itself in Assignment One:  Researching an Issue in Your Field and any other resources you might need to adequately investigate and report on the issue.

Brief One: The American Association of University Women (http://www.aauw.org/) has hired you to investigate the role of gender biases in hiring practices in the University of North Carolina systems. Write a report to Executive Director and CEO Linda D. Hallman, describing the prominent causes of gender bias, assessing some specific risks of gender biases in hiring, and recommending a set of actions that universities can take to make their hiring practices more diverse and less biased. Draw examples from case studies and research to support your analysis.
Brief Two: The Motion Pictures Association (MPA) is an international institution that protects the rights of the film industry. The MPA is concerned about the rise in film piracy and has hired you to investigate how serious the problem actually is and what can be done to prevent it from escalating. Write a report to the CEO, Christopher Dodds, analyzing the situation internationally, assessing its consequences on the film industry, and recommending some actions that would help to prevent piracy.

Your report should include:

· an executive summary

· a table of contents and list of figures

· two original (i.e. not copied) visuals

· a list of recommendations

· in-text references to all the distributed sources, using appropriate style for your discipline
· a list of end-of-text references in the appropriate style for your discipline
Marking Criteria

Your report should show:

· knowledge of the standard conventions of report writing, from title page to references

· understanding of audience, purpose and rhetorical strategies to effectively communicate your argument

· ability to identify, describe and analyze problems and to propose suitable solutions
· integration of research with suitable referencing, using the appropriate style for your discipline
· objective reasoning in the analysis of complex issues

· logical and clear organization of information in sections and sub-sections

· appropriate development of paragraphs

· formal and clear style of expression, and appropriate use of language and punctuation

· appropriate use of visuals and a polished presentation

Week Ten:  
Develop or choose a brief

Week Eleven:  
Analyze elements of a formal report

Week Twelve:
Research and take notes on topic; continue to narrow and focus research question

Week Thirteen:  Conferences 

Week Fourteen:
Peer review and in-class revision

Week Fifteen:  
Polished draft due
