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	I-Search Instructions
The I-Search is an in-depth exploration of your intended career. As you begin this project, make sure that you keep a log of your notes (a journal,) where you record everything you do for this project. As soon as you begin this project, begin your notes or journal. Also, you will need to complete at least one live interview (if possible) with someone working in the field on which you are doing your I-Search. For example, if I were writing on nursing, I would interview a nurse, or at least someone who is about to graduate from the nursing program.

**THIS PROJECT WILL NEED TO BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY THROUGH THE MESSAGES FEATURE OF BLACKBOARD
The paper is written in SECTIONS. You will label each section, as I have done here, and then write your information in that section. 
All MLA conventions will apply. We will review those conventions concurrently with the progress of our projects.
Section I:

What I already know or imagine about my topic as I begin my search.

In Section I, you essentially attempt to answer your own questions in order to see your initial biases and preconceptions. Expand this section with as many bits of information that you already possess (right or wrong as they may be). These will be tested by the research you undertake and will enable you to listen more objectively to what the people you interview will be telling you. In addition, you will need a good Section I in order to write a good Section V. Finally, CONCLUDE THIS SECTION WITH YOUR BASIC (BIGGEST) I-SEARCH QUESTION.

*TIP: Generally, Section I is a one or two page essay where you write what you THINK you know about your topic before you begin your search. Make sure you end with a question. Example: "Do I really want to become a registered nurse?" (Form a question that will hopefully be answered by completing this I-Search project.)

Section II:

Why I have chosen this topic.

How I think finding out about the topic could make a difference for me. Make the motive of your I-search clear in three to five paragraphs, covering your connection to this topic in the PAST, in the PRESENT, and in the FUTURE. This is a story of connnection to the topic.

* TIP: This is a 3 to 5 paragraph essay. It is 3 paragraphs if you can incorporate an introduction to the topic in the same paragraph as the "past: and a conclusion in the "future" paragraph. It is 5 paragraphs if you write the introduction and conclusion separately, as paragraphs of their own.

Example: If I were writing on possibly going into the nursing program, I would write the past paragraph on how I served as a volunteer for a hospital and loved the interaction with patients. In the present paragraph, I would write about the college courses I am taking to pursue my goal. In the future paragraph, I would write about how I someday hope to see myself as a surgical nurse in a research hospital.

Section III:
The Search Itself.
In this section, you will tell the story of your investigation. This is where your log of notes comes in "handy" as you will record your process. Record your successes, failures, dead ends, and obstacles. In section III, use a narrative form. Record the person or people you interviewed, how it went, the personalities of the interviewees, and generally, what kind of help he or she offered. If your interviewees gave you anything to read, record the material here. Also, record all outside sources that you decided to use in your paper. You will need to discuss these sources, much like an annotated bibliography.
Hint: This is a STORY of your search. No interview questions and answers are recorded here, just the SEARCH itself. Day one, Day two, etc. For ex: On Feb. 15 at 2:00, I interviewed John Doe, a physician's assistant, at his office. He was very enthusiastic and offered me a lot of good advice. I could tell that he really enjoyed his job! When I left the interview, I felt good about the information Mr. Doe gave me. I also wrote section III that evening. ....etc.....

Everyone will have a different story to tell, of course, which also means that the length of everyone's section III will vary. The length will depend on your own search.

Section IV:
The Findings
In this section, you will want to begin by writing an introductory paragraph about your subject(s) and who you interviewed. Maintain the personal voice (first person)--this is still a narrative.

Record what you learned and what you did not learn, but what you hoped to find out. This section is the MOST CHALLENGING section because it requires analysis of the raw data from the interviews and from your print (or Web) sources. Most papers can be organized by referring to the questions one at a time and then synthesizing the answers from your sources as they were gained from the interviews and reading. DO NOT ORGANIZE THIS INTERVIEW BY INTERVIEW as it will contain no synthesis--ORGANIZE IT BY QUESTIONS OR SUBJECTS. * It may be a good idea, for your own organization, to outline this section before writing it to ensure synthesis of the data.

In the last paragraph of section IV, report what you learned about yourself as an I-Searcher. (One paragraph where you evaluate yourself!)

Section V:
Discoveries and Conclusions.
After concluding your search, compare what you thought you knew, assumed, and imagined (section I) with what you discovered. Compare the questions you asked with the answers you found. Discuss new questions that turned up in the search. Discuss how this search may have informed a decision or course of action you may take. 

You will include the information from at least eight (8) outside sources—scholarly journals, popular magazines, professional literature, or anything else that I approve. The paper will conform to MLA format and citation rules. As always, Times New Roman, 12 point, double-spaced, standard margins.
	


