Critical Annotated Bibliography Assignment
Shoop – ENG 1200/2201
For this assignment, you are required to synthesize and reflect critically on at least 8-10 relevant sources that you may be planning on using for your career research essay.  (Note: more than 10 sources will help you write a more complete, polished paper).  Writing the bibliography before your paper will help you decide which sources are actually relevant and helpful to you and how each source will contribute to your final paper.

The Annotated Bibliography is similar to a Works Cited page.  However, rather than listing only the works used in your paper, you list all the works you consulted during your research whether they were actually used in the paper or not.  The list of work is given in alphabetical order by author and each work is written in discipline-specific, in this case MLA, format citing all necessary bibliographic information, just like the Works Cited page.  In addition to each bibliographic source citation, you must write a detailed paragraph summarizing the information from the source and evaluating its value (usability) for your purposes.

SOURCES:  

Your bibliography should contain 8 or more entries and  meet the following criteria:


*  At least 1 of your sources must be a web site or web page


*  Only 1 of the sources may be from popular (rather than scholarly or trade) publications.


*  You must include a variety of types of sources (journal articles, newspaper articles, books)


*  You must include sources that provide a variety of perspectives on the career you choose


*  Do not include encyclopedia or dictionary entries.  It is okay to consult these to obtain


    background materials/knowledge about your topic but they will not count as one of


    your final sources.

ANNOTATIONS:
Your annotations for each of your sources should do the following:


*  summarize the source (chapter, book, article, etc.)


*  identify the main point of the piece


*  rely primarily on your own words and phrasing – using summary and paraphrasing


*  discuss the source’s strengths and weaknesses.  For instance, does the item offer a good


    introduction to the topic?  Does it deal with a particular aspect of your topic

    that is especially relevant to what you plan to discuss in your paper? Is this source


    geared to a specific audience, and if so, what?


*  Describe how this piece will or will not contribute to your career research study
EXAMPLE:
Young, Thomas Daniel.  The Past in the Present:  A Thematic Study of Modern Southern Fiction.


Louisiana:  Louisiana UP, 1981.


Daniel Young discusses several Southern regional writers and elements of style that are common to Southern writers.  He discusses the grotesque devices used by many writers to create a horrific or graphic display of prejudice or violence.  He also points out the use of many religious themes.  Although Young does not mention Flannery O’Connor specifically, because she is a Southern regional writer I can use this source to support my points of her religious themes as part of her style.
