

English 1100 Audience and Purpose Exercise
Purpose: to adapt language and details to specific contexts and purposes
Goal: to consider the audience and the appropriate language and details for specific audiences 
and situations; to improve clarity in communication
Audience: varied

Read the following scenario and then compose a message to three specific audiences, while keeping in mind what the audience needs to know, why the audience needs to know the information, and what the gender, age, and relationship the audience is to you.

Scenario:

You are driving down Tenth Street in Greenville at 4:00 a.m. on a Friday night/Saturday morning.  You are out this late because a group of your friends has had a party, not just any party, but the party to end all parties.  While you were socializing with your friends, you did drink but not to what you thought was to excess.  You thought, “What harm can drinking six beers over three hours do?”  Before leaving having been negative, you did not mind getting behind the wheel of your car and driving your non-sober friends home.  You got in the car, buckled up and made everyone else buckle their seat belts.  After dropping the keys three times, you finally started the engine.  When the engine roared, you asked yourself, "Who is making that loud noise?"  On the way to your friends' houses, you drive the speed limit because you don’t want any trouble; maybe, you even go more slowly than usual.  However, as you approach the stop light at the corner of Tenth and Charles, the light is changing from yellow to red.  You and your friends egg you on to beat the light, squeeze the lemon, so to speak.  A split second before you enter the intersection, the light changes to red.  As you gun the motor to get through the intersection, a pedestrian jumps to the side of the street to avoid being hit.  A blue light fills the night sky.  Of course, you don’t think that you’ve done anything wrong, so you drive on for five blocks.  Noticing that the police car is following you, you finally pull over.  Your friends are laughing hysterically as you fumble to open the window.  Before the officer can say anything, you proclaim, "I would like a cheeseburger, fries, and a Coke."  You are nineteen years old.
First, decide what the important facts are.  What is your overall opinion of you as this driver?
Second, decide which facts change a reading of the scenario.  [What will make you look good 
and what will convict you in people’s eyes.]

Third, consider the language needed in each situation:  specific words, phrases, slang, standard English

For each of the audiences, compose an explanation of the night’s events:


Your parents


The police

Your friends

Note the language that you use and the facts that you include or omit according to the audience.  You have to anticipate your audiences' reactions and the consequences that will follow your story.   Each response should be a minimum of 100 words.

