

Evaluating Websites In-Class Exercise
1.  What type of site is this?  .org?  .edu?  .com?  .gov?  .net?

2.  Are blogs ever valid for research?  Explain.

3.  Who is the audience?  How do you know?

4.  Who is the author?  Write the name here.  What are his/her credentials?  Where can you find 


this information?  How does the person qualify as an expert?

5.  Does the site have a publisher or a sponsor?  How can you find out?  Write the name here.  Is


the sponsor valid for the topic?

6.  Does the site contain ads?  If yes, what kind?  Do they detract from the validity of the site?


Explain.

7.  When was the site constructed or last updated?  How can you find out?  Is this current


information?

8.  Does the site have a list of works cited?  Are they current, valid and reputable?  Does the 
website have links to other pages?  Where do they go?  Are the new sites valid?  Why or 
why not?

9.  Does the site have a bias?  Is the purpose of the ad to persuade, inform, to advocate, to 
advertise?  Is the language appropriate for a valid site?  Explain and give examples.
10.  Does the format look professional?  Give reasons why or why not.

11.  Is this a valid source?  What other research can you do to check?
12.  Write a works cited entry for this source, if it is valid.


