ENGL 2201 ~ Summer 2017 ~ R. Nancy

P2 Disciplinary Writing Analysis Assignment Sheet

Project 2: Disciplinary Writing Analysis (10 points)
What to do. For this project you will select current (published no earlier than January 2016) issues of two academic journals related to your intended discipline; that is, select journals related to your major/career/field or the one you are considering. Both journals must be accessible through ECU databases. You will analyze one article from each journal.
You will then write an essay: a rhetorical analysis of the two articles. In your analysis, you may want to introduce your points by exploring how the journals are situated in the field. Is an organization affiliated with (or the publisher of) the journal? Who publishes the journal? Who are the journals written for—who are the intended audiences? Is this journal focused on a sub-field?
As you continue to develop your analysis, you may want to consider the following questions: How is the writing of the selected articles organized? What is the nature of the content—what are the articles about? What are the features of the writing—is it long, heavy, theoretical? Is it active voice or passive voice? Are there graphs or figures? How are sources cited? If you can, identify the style of citation practices.

Your analysis may compare and contrast the two articles to provide examples, but the purpose of this essay is for you to offer a rhetorical analysis of the writing in your discipline, as represented by the two articles you have selected and a discussion of their context. 
Remember, rhetorical analysis of a written text examines how and why a particular text is crafted, not how well someone did (so, not how effective the text is). Think about the writer’s strategy; not whether or not they managed successful execution. The two things are related, but it is important to make this distinction in order to focus on analysis—as this assignment requires.
 
Questions to ask as you prepare to write: What is the rhetorical situation? (i.e., audience) What is the rhetorical purpose of the article? What general qualities do you see in the article's composition? What is the writer's (or writers') message, and what strategies do they employ to communicate that message to the reader?
 
Assignment Purpose: This rhetorical analysis assignment will allow you the opportunity to study the text of two scholarly articles in your discipline and examine the rhetorical strategies used. Identifying how and why each article was crafted in a specific way will sharpen your skills as a critical reader of texts; and it will provide insight into the way various strategies are combined to attempt (and, ideally, accomplish) a specific rhetorical purpose in a field/discipline. 
 
Your essay will demonstrate (1) your understanding of how various rhetorical strategies are used, (2) your understanding of the kind of writing that is valued in your discipline, and (3) your ability to use evidence from a text to support your conclusions.
Audience. Write this for your peers in this class. Use this project to “teach” us something about the writing features used in your discipline. Your audience may or may not be familiar with your discipline.

Format. Your project should follow either MLA or APA formatting. It will probably take you around four to five (double-spaced) pages plus a Works Cited or References page to complete this assignment.

Drafting. Do not wait until the last minute to start your assignment. You should allow time to locate and carefully read the articles, and to revise and edit your writing. Dues dates will require multiple drafts. Remember, too, that the University Writing Center is open for many hours each week. Though we will have portions of some class periods dedicated to working on P2, you should plan to spend a significant amount of time working on this project outside of class time.
5/25 – Work Day. BYOD. 

Due: Bring your working draft of P2 to class. We will spend part of our time in class working on P2.
5/26 – Peer Review / Workshop. BYOD.

Due at 9am: Submit your full First Draft of P2 to the P2 Draft Only folder on BB.

Due in class: Bring one printed hard copy of your Revised Draft of P2 to class. After the peer review sessions, we will spend time in class working on P2.

5/30 – Polished Draft Due.

Due at 9am: Upload your Polished Draft of P2 to the appropriate assignment location on Bb. This assignment is due at 9am (which is prior to class time).
This assignment was developed by Dr. Tracy Ann Morse, 
Director of Composition at East Carolina University.


